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she belonged, was the peer of the oldest and noblest families in Scotland. But unfortunately for her, certain rumors which were current among the young noblemen of the day came to James' ears. It was said that the beautiful favorite divided her favors between her royal lover and another whom she had taken from the lowest order of the common people, undoubtedly from curiosity to see what they were like. It was said, furthermore, that this Porterfield was really the father of the child, who had already received the name of James Stuart, and whom the King was bringing up as his son at the Monastery of St. Andrews. These, rumors, whether they were true or false, whether they were set afloat as harmless gossip or with malicious intent, checked James V., just as he was on the point of manifesting his regard for her who had presented him with a son, by raising her to the rank of queen. Instead of marrying her himself, he requested her to select a husband among the nobles of his court; and, as she was exceedingly lovely and the King's favor was understood to accompany the marriage, Lord "William Douglas of Lochleven, upon whom her choice fell, made no resistance whatever.
However, in spite of the direct protection which James V. extended to her so long as he lived, Lady Douglas was never able to forget that she had had her finger upon a much loftier station. She therefore conceived a bitter hatred for the woman who, in her eyes, had usurped her place, and poor Mary naturally inherited Lady Douglas' intense animosity toward her mother, which came to the surface in the few words the two women exchanged when they met. As she grew older, Lady Douglas, either because she really regretted her past errors, or from policy, had become a prude and a puritan; so that, at the time of which we are writing,